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VoL. XI. WASHINGTON, D. C., FEBRUARY 7, 1896. 


UNITED STATES. 
[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service. } 
One case of smallpox at Seymour, Ind. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., January 29, 1896. 
Sir: I have to report a case of smallpox at Seymour, Jackson County, 
this State, in the person of a man who recently returned from West 
Memphis, Ark., where he says he was exposed to the contagion. 


All 
necessary precautions have been taken to prevent a spread of the dis- 
ease. 


Yours, truly, C. N. METCALF, 
Secretary State Board of Health. 


No new cases of smallpox in Nogales, Ariz. 


NOGALES, ARIZ., January 27, 1896. 


Srr: I have the honor to inform you that no new cases of smallpox 
have occurred in this locality since last report. 


Very respectfully, W. F. CHENOWETH, 


Sanitary Inspector. 
Report of immigration at Philadelphia for the week ended February 1, 1896. 


OFFICE OF U. S. COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 


Port of Philadelphia, February 1, 1896. 
Number of alien immigrants who arrived at this port during the week ended February 1, 
1896 ; also names of vessels and ports from which they arrived. 


! No. of immi- 
Vessel. 


Where from. No. of im- 


migrants. 


Steamship Waesland Liverpool and 81 
Steamship Hibernian Glasgow 2 


| 


| 83 


Jas. L. HUGHEs, 
Acting Commissioner of Immigration. 
(99) 
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Report of immigration at Boston for the two weeks ended February 1, 1896. 
OFFICE OF U. 8S. COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 
Port of Boston, February 1, 1896. 
Number of alien immigrants who arrived at this port during the two weeks ended February 1, 
1896 ; also names of vessels and ports from which they arrived. 


Vessel. Where from. 


Steamship Boston : | Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. 
Steamship Virginian................ | London, England... 

... Steamship Barnstable | Port Morant, Jamaica... 
| Steamship Lord —_— | London, England 

| Steamship Boston... . Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.. 
Do...... Steamship Halifax... Nova Scotia. 
Steamship Scandinavia Scotland 
Steamship , England... 


THoMAS F. DELHANTY, 
Commissioner of Immigration. 


Report of immigration at New York for the week ended February 1, 1896. 


OFFICE OF U. S. COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION, 
Port of New York, February 3, 1896. 


of alien immigrants who arrived at this port during the week ended February 1, 
arrived. 


1896 ; also names of vessels and ports from which they 


No. of immi- 
Vessel. erante | from | No. of im- 


Steamship Island , Copenhagen, etc. 
Do.....| Steamship -.. | Havre 
Steamship St. Paul .. Southampton 
| Steamship Marsala. Hamburg 
Steamship Palatia d 
.....| Steamship Spaarndam 
> Steamship Friesland 
....| Steamship Aachen 
Steamship Anchoria 
Steamship Oevenum 
Steamship Britannic 
Steamship Lahn 


Total........ 


Dr. J. H. SENNER, 
Commissioner of Immigration. 


grants | 
| Russia. | migrants. 
| 
Ja 43 
Ja 1 
3 
Ja 1 
Ja 2 
Fe 2 
115 
18:6. | | | 
} 8 103 
Ja } 33 159 
80 138 
15 131 
Ja 2 227 
41 195 
Ja | 14 88 ] 
Ja 53 
Ja 6 81 
Fe 41 | 193 7 


Crittenden County... 
Faulkner County.... 


Louisiana: 
New Orl 


Michigan : 
Detroit. Smallpox reported. 


Missour { 
Minds Point.. i lave Do. 


Martins Ferry........ 
Pennsylvania : 

Knoxville 
Tennessee: 

Memphis 


Vessels arriving at, departing from, and remaining at United States quar- 
antine stations. 


BRUNSWICK QUARANTINE. 
Week ended Pereny 1, 1896. 


Date of a “Where ; Destina- Treatment of vessel Date of 
Name of vessel. arrival. from. tion. and cargo. dep'ture. 


Rus. bk. Australia*................ Jan. 25 | Rio Brunswick... disinfec- 
neiro 


* Previously reported. 
Three vessels inspected and passed. 


DELAWARE BREAKWATER QUARANTINE, 

Week ended February 2, 1896. 

Five vessels inspected and passed. 
GULF QUARANTINE. 

Week ended January 26, 1896. 

Two vessels inspected and passed. 
EY WEST QUARANTINE. 

Week ended January 21, 1896. 

One vessels inspected and passed. 
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Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General Marine- 
Hospital Service, December 26, 1895, to February 5, 1896. 
Places. | Date. Cases. Deaths. | Remarks. 
Arizona: 
r 
24 5 | 
Illinois: 
Indiana: 
Dec. 21-Dec. 28..... 2 | 
age 
Dec. 28-Feb. 1... 2 | 
New York: | 
Jam. 4-Jan. 11..... 2 1| 
Dec. 1-Dee. 28..... 139 3 
Dec. 15-Dec. 31..... 
Jan. 4-Jan. 25..... 
Shelby Dee. 15-Dee. 3l..... 9 
Wisconsin : | 
1 
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PORT TOWNSEND QUARANTINE. 
Week ended January 25, 1896. 
Four vessels inspected and passed. 
SAN DIEGO QUARANTINE. 


Week ended January 29, 1896. 
Two vessels inspected and passed. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC QUARANTINE. 


Week ended February 1, 1896. 
Two vessel inspected and passed. 


Reports of States and yearly and monthly reports of cities. 


ILLINOIS— Bloomington.—Month of January, 1896. Estimated popu- 
lation, 25,000. Total deaths, not reported. One death from diphtheria. 

MAINE—Portland.—Four weeks ended January 25, 1896. Estimated 
population, 40,000. Total deaths, 53, including phthisis pulmonalis, 5; 
enteric fever, 1; and whooping cough, 1. 

MICHIGAN.—Week ended January 25, 1896. Reports to the State 
board of health, Lansing, from 52 observers, indicate that inflammation 
of kidney, erysipelas, pneumonia, and diarrhea increased in area of 
prevalence. 

Phthisis pulmonalis was reported present during the week at 240 
places, enteric fever at 41, diphtheria at 34, scarlet fever at 33, 
whooping cough at 21, and smallpox at 1 place (Detroit). 

NEw YorK.—Month of December, 1895. Reports to the State board 
of health from 8 districts, including New York City, Brooklyn, and 153 
other cities, towns, and villages, show a total of 9,438 deaths, including 
phthisis pulmonalis, 1,054 ; enteric fever, 169 ; scarlet fever, 75; diph- 
theria and croup, 563 ; measles, 172; and whooping cough, 72. 

The Monthly Bulletin says: 


There were 9,438 deaths reported during December, which is 1,000 
more than for the month preceding; with an average daily mortality of 
305 against one of 280. The number of reported deaths is 500 greater 
than that of the same month in 1894, and in excess of the average for 
the past ten years to the same amount. Compared with December, 1894, 
the infant mortality is higher by one per cent of the total deaths ; the 
zymotic mortality is also a little higher. The only zymotic diseases 
showing an increase are measles and whooping cough. Measles is still 
mostly limited to the eastern part of the State, all but 14 of the 172 
deaths occurring in the Maritime and Hudson Valley districts. Whoop- 
ing cough has a little larger mortality, mainly in the Maritime district, 
where there were 57 deaths of the 72 in the entire State. Typhoid fever 
caused 169, which is excessive for December ; the Hudson Valley dis- 
trict reports more deaths than in November. From diphtheria there 
were fewer deaths than have ever been reported in December, save in 
1890, the 560 deaths being 100 less than the average of the past ten 
years. The increase in mortality over both that of the month preceding 
and of December, 1894, is in acute respiratory diseases and in diseases 
of the circulatory system. Deaths have been reported during the month 
from grippe and it is probable that the reported increase in acute 
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respiratory mortality is due to this cause (it not having entered as a 
disturbing factor in the mortality of December, 1894), and it may be 
estimated that there were 250 deaths from grippe during the month. 
The mortality from consumption was not above the average for the 
month, 1,054 deaths. There was an unusual mortality from accidents 
and violence. 

Yew Rochelle.—Four weeks ended January 15, 1896. Estimated 
population, 12,000. Total deaths, 26, including phthisis pulmonalis, 1; 
and diphtheria, 4. 

NoRTH CAROLINA.—Month of December, 1895. Reports to the 
State board of health from 26 towns having an aggregate population of 
149,185 (white, 87,272; colored, 61,913) show a total of 188 deaths 
(white, 81; colored, 107), including phthisis pulmonalis, 24; enteric 
fever, 5; diphtheria, 1; measles, 7 ; and whooping cough, 1. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Plymouth.—Monuth of January, 1896. Population, 
9,344. Total deaths, 19, including enteric fever, 7; and diphtheria, 1. 

TENNESSEE.—Month of December, 1895. Reports to the State board 
of health from 7 cities and towns having an aggregate population of 
205,908 show a total of 303 deaths, including phthisis pulmonalis, 52 ; 
enteric fever, 4; and diphtheria, 2. 

VirGintA—Lynchburg.—Month of January, 1896. Estimated popu- 
lation, 30,000. Total deaths, 31, including phthisis pulmonalis, 6; and 
enteric fever, 1. 

West VIRGINIA— Wheeling.—Year of 1895. Estimated population, 
38,000. Total deaths, 553, including phthisis pulmonalis, 70; enteric 
fever, 10; scarlet fever, 25; diphtheria, 17; croup, 6; smallpox, 13; 
and whooping cough, 1. 


MORTALITY TABLE, CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 


| 
| 


Deaths from— 
| s.¢ ls 
| 
Alleghany, Pa...... ..... Jan. 2..... 105, 287 | 
Altoona, Pa................... | Dee. 31..... 30, 337 
Amesbury, Mass.......... Feb. 9,798 
Ashtabula, Ohio................. 8, 338 
Auburn, N, Y............... Jan. 25. 25, 858 
Baltimore, Md.............. | Feb. 1..... 434, 439 
Belleville, Ill Jan. 25..... 15, 361 | 
Bennington, Vt............ Feb 6,391 
Beverly, Mass............... Jan. 2..... 10, 821 
Binghamton, N. Y....... Feb. 1... 35, 
Mass 448,477 
8,561 
7,382 
7382 | 
5,478 
= 5,478 
Brockton, Mass............ Jan. 25..... 27, 294 
Brookline, Mass........... per cam 12, 108 
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MORTALITY TABLE, CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES—Continued. 


Uz 
of 1890. 
| Yellow fever. 


ion, 
monalis. 


Week ended. 


Phthisis pui- 


| Scarlet fever. 
1g | Diphtheria, 


Brooklyn, N.Y 

Butler, Pa............ 
Cambridge, Mass.. 
Carlisle, 
Charleston. S. 
Chicago, 
Cincinnati, « 
Ohio........... 


| 


Columbus, Jan. 
Columbus, Ohio ...........| Feb. 
N.Y 


Do Jan 
Council Bluffs, [owa....! 
Dayton, Ohio 
Dedham, 

Denver, Colo 
Detroit 
Dunkirk, N.Y 


ga 


Do 
Elizabeth City. N. J... 
El Paso, Tex.. 
Emporia, Kans............|.. 
Everett, Mass..............- 
Do 4 


Fitchburg, Mass... 

Flint, Mich .. 

Fort Worth, Tex... 
Gloucester, "Mass ......... 


Do 
Grand Rapids, a. 
Haverhill, “Mass. ... 
Hoboken, N. J 
Hornellsville, N.Y 
Houston, Tex 
Ironton, Ohio....... .......)...... do 
Jacksonville, Fla 


nw 


; S5 


Do 
Jamestown, N 
Do 


Do 
Jersey City, N 
Johnstown, Pa. 
Do 


Kalamazoo, Mich 
Lawrence. Mass.. 


Lynch 

Keesport, Pa 

Manchester, N. 

Marinette, Wis... 
Do 


Memphis, Tenn............ 
Milford, Mass. 


Jan 
25... 
* Estimated population, white, 20; colored, 36,295. Total, 65,165. White, 13; colored, 28. 


n a | Deaths from— 
| So j 
Cities. leg 
sia. 2 =8 
Feb. 1...) 1, | 44 eee] 1198) 1) 4 
Jan. 31..... 31-3) Clow 
JOM. 44, 634 
Mi 
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MORTALITY TABLE, CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES—Continued. 


| 


Deaths from— 


100." 


| Varioloid. 


Yellow fever. 


ulation 
nsus 
all causes. 
ul- 


Week ended. 
monal 
| Smallpox. 
Enteric fever. 
Scarlet fever 


| Phthisis 


Middletown, Ohio. 
Millville, N. J 


| Typhusfever. 


Total deaths from 


Newburyport, Mass..... 
New Orleans, La......... 


ass. 

Norristown, Pa............ .. 
Mass..... 


Oneonta, N. Y. 
Ottumwa, Iowa... 


= 


Philadelphia, Pa 
Pittsburg, Pa 
Pittsfield, Mass 
oughkeepsie, 
R.I 
Pueblo, Colo... 
Putnam, Conn. 
Racine, Wis... 


Do 
Richmond, Va.. 
Do 


Salt Lake City, Utah ... 
nm Diego, Cal............ 
San Francisco, Cal 
Santa Barbara, Cal 
Scranton, Pa 


Spo 

¥ Mass......... 
Superior, Wis 
Taunton, Mass...... 


Tiffin, Ohio 
Do 


Urbana, 
Utica, 


Cit 
altham, 


Worcester, Mass... 


Yonkers, N.Y 


| | 

Cities. 
Sint 
5 

2 

| | 
w BASS | Feb. _1..... 18, 707 
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Table of temperature and rainfall, week ended January 27, 1896. 
| Received from Department of Agriculture, Weather Bureau. } 


Temperature in degrees Rainfall in inches and hun- 
Fahrenheit. dred 
Locality. 


*“Defic’ncy.. Normal. 


Atlantic Coast: 
East 


ton, | 
Vineyard Haven, Mass............ ine 
Nantucket. 
Woods Hole, Mass........ ° 
Block Island, R. 1 
New Haven, Conn 
Albany, N. ¥ 
New 
Harrisburg, Pa 
Philadelphia, Pa 
Baltimore, 
Washington, 
Lynchburg, Va 
Cape Henry, V8. 


ike 


8 


Charleston, S. 
Augusta, Ga. nee 
Savannah, Ga | 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Jupiter, Fla. 
Key West, Fla........... 
f States: | 
Atlanta, Ga 
Tampa, Fla 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Mobile, Ala 
Montgomer 
Meridian, 
New Orleans, La 
Shreveport, La... 
Fort Smith, Ark. 
Little Rock. Ark 
Palestine, Tex.... 
Galveston, Tex... 
San Antonio, Tex.. 
Corpus Christi, Te 
Ohio Valley and Tenn 
Memphis, Tenn 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Chattanooga, Tenn 
Knoxville, Tenn 
Louisville, Ky 
Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati, Ohio... 


SRS 


gut put 


- 
. 


Lansing, Mich 

Port Huron, Mich............... 
Alpena, Mich 

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich........... a 


y. Wis. 
Grand cen, Mich... 
*The the average 


Normal. *Excess.| Excess. 

| | | 
Northfield, 13 | .18 
.39 
| 1.48 | 
f om 
.37 
158 
.32 
.07 
| 3 1.00 
"50 

Lake Region : 
Toledo, Ohio............ | 25 


107 February 7, 1896 


Table of temperature and rainfall, week ended January 27, 1896—Continued. 


Tem Rainfall in inches and hun- 
| dredths. 
Locality. 


Normal *Excess. \*Defic’ "ney. | Normal. — Deficiency. 


Lake Region—Continned. 


Milwaukee, Wis 


af 


St. Paul, M 
La Crosse, Wis. 
Dubuque, 
Davenport, Low8.... 
Des Moines, Iows.............. 
Keokuk, 
Springfield, Il 
Til. 
St. Louis, Mo | 
Missouri Valley : 
Columbia, MoO. 
Springfield, Mo.. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Wichita, Kan 
Kans. 


| 


Sioux City, lowa | 
Yankton, S. | 
Valentine, | 


Williston, N. Dak 
Rocky Mountain Region : 

Havre, Mont. 
Helena, Mont. 
Miles City, ry 
Rapid City, 8. Daik 

kane, ash...... 

allawalla, Wash 
Baker City, Oreg... 
Winnemucca, Nev. 


Cheyenne, Wy 
North Platte, Nebr 
Denver, Colo 


& 


Phoenix, 
Pacific Coast : 
Port Angeles, Wash. 
Fort Canby, Wash 
Astoria, Oreg 
Portland, 
Roseburg, Oreg 


— 


Carson City, Nev........ 
Sacramento, Cal 
San Fran 


* The figures in these columns represent the average daily departure. 


| | 
7 | .14 | 14 
ahoma City, Okla.................. | 
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FOREIGN. 


[Reports received from United States consuls thro 
from other sources. 


the Department of State and 


Cholera and yellow fever as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital 
Service, December 26, 1895, to February 5, 1896. 


CHOLERA. 
Places. Date. i Remarks. 
ntine Republic : 

uenos Ayres......... Dec. 21-Dec. 28... 3 
Austria-Hungary ............0000:+ Nov. 19-Dec. 2... 43 25 
" Dee. 10-Dec. 22... 16 9 
Ahmadieh.............. ntionlbentannibe Nov. 6-Nov. 12... 25 22 
Nov. 4-Nov. 13... 7 7 
Bousrate Nov. 4-Nov. 22... 36 35 
Nov. 20-Dec, 18... 20 30 
7-Dee. 11... 1 2 
Nov. 7-Dec. 18... 76 69 
El Daraksa Nov. 7-Nov. 14... 2 1 
Nov. 4-Nov. Ll... 7 7 
Ezbet el Nov. 7-Nov. 25... 32 
Ezbet Khalafala Pacha........ Nov. 7-Nov. 13... 5 2 
ee Nov. 14-Dec. 18... 41 33 
| Dee. 8-Dec. 13... ... 1 
Kafr el Battekh.................... Dee. 6-Dec. 18... 18 8 
Kafrel Zoonar. Nov. 16-Nov. 20... 4 2 
Nov. 6-Nov. 9... 1 1 
M Nov. 21-Dee. 17... 1 1 
| Nov. 4-Nov. 22... 20 20 
al 1 1 
Nov. 4-Nov. 16... 35 41 
Nov. 8-Nov. 18... 10 8 
Dec. 4 3 
6 4 
15 
332 
1 1 


} Cholera reported. 


Russia: 
Kiev (gover t) Oct. 13-Nov. 11...) 156 
Nov. 11-Dee. 7...) 291 
Orlov Nov. 3-Dec. 7... 17 
Orel (gover t) eosees Nov. 3-Dee. 7... 17 
St. Petersburg.............. see, Nov. 16-Dec. 1... 85 
Dec. 1-Dec. 28...| 275 
Dec. 28-Jan. 11... 79 
St. Petersburg (government) Nov. 17-Dec. 7... 21 
Volhynia (government)....... Oct. 13-Nov. 10..., 2,297 
Noy. 10-Nov. 30...; 609 

Turkey: 
Constantinopl Dee. 17-Dec. 23 


64 
lll 
6 
6 

3 
178 


} Cholerina. 


43 
952 
294 

2 


Brazil: | 
Cearo ...... 1 
Rio de Janeiro | Nov. 9Nov. 30...) ........ 
Dec. 1-Dec. 28... 
Dec. 28-Jan. 
Cuba: 
Cienfuegos Dec. 8-Dec. 
| Dee. 29-Jan. 


ons 


*To date of December 18, 1895, 1,056 cases of cholera, with 874 Siniee have been reported through- 


out Egypt. 


| | 
Morocco: 
| 
YELLOW FEVER. 
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Cholera and yellow fever, ete.—Continued. 
YELLOW FEVER—Continued. 


Places, Date. i i | Remarks. 
Cuba—Continued. | 
| In military hospital. 
Dec. 7-Dec. 21... 29 | 
Dec 12 | 
18 
Sagua la Grande 4 | 
Puerto Rico: | 
BAR DORR 23 | 


BRAZIL. 
Sanitary reports of Rio de Janeiro. 


Rio DE JANEIRO, December 31, 1895. 


Sir: I have the honor to remit report for the week ended December 
28, 1895: There were 26 deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 6 ; 
52 from yellow fever, an increase of 15; 35 from smallpox, a decrease of 
5; 5 from beriberi, an increase of 3; 3 from enteric fever, a decrease of 
10; 1 from whooping cough, none in the foregoing week; none from 
measles, 1 in the foregoing week ; and 45 from tuberculosis, a decrease 
of 10. From all causes there were 423 deaths, an increase of 23. 

Yellow fever.—The weather is unusually hot and dry, and yellow fever 
is daily increasing. Unless there is some change in the weather a bad 
epidemic may appear. 

Smallpox.—This disease is slowly decreasing, and bids fair to finish 
soon, but as yet it is epidemic. 

Cholera.—The cholera scare in Campos is about over, and no cases, 
not even suspected ones, have occurred here. A telegram in this morn- 
ing’s papers states that 1 undoubted case and 2 suspected ones have 
appeared in Buenos Ayres. 

Since last report the following-named ships have received bills of health 
from this office, and were inspected, as usual: December 26, barken- 
tine Good News, American, for Baltimore, Md., and schooner Mabel 
Jordan, American, for Barbados, West Indies ; December 28, barkentine 
Thomas J. Stewart, American, for Maceo, Brazil, and barkentine Fiducia, 
Italian, for Mobile, Ala.; December 30, steamship Roman Prince, British, 
from Santos for New York, N. Y. 

Respectfully, yours, R. CLEARY, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, M. H. 8. 


Rio DE JANEIRO, January 7, 1896. 


Sir: I have the honor to remit report for the week ended January 4, 
1896: There were 37 deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 11; 78 
from yellow fever, an increase of 26; 28 from smallpox, a decrease of 7 ; 
6 from beriberi, an increase of 1; 6 from enteric fever, an increase of 3 ; 
46 from tuberculosis, an increase of 1; and 1 from whooping cough, 
the same as in the foregoing week. There were 473 deaths from all 
causes, an increase of 50 over the foregoing week. 
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Yellow fever.—This disease is rapidly increasing with the high tem- 
perature, and bids fair to a greater increase still. The temperature is 
somewhat lower to-day, due to a heavy rain in the night and the cloudy 
rainy day. Yesterday registered the highest temperature of the season 
to date, 35.5° 

Smallpox —This disease is steadily and slowly declining ; the number 
of deaths on yesterday was as high as ever. It does not appear to be 
as fatal as lately, thoagh the number of cases is still great. I still 
require all ships bound for the United States to have their crews revac- 
cinated before receiving bills of health. 

Cholera in Buenos Ayres.—Telegrams state that no more cases have 
occurred in that town. I think it is doubtful if any case has occurred 
there which may not be classed as cholera morbus, or summer cholera ; 
the heat there has been very great. 

Since last report the following-named ships hive been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : 

January 4, 1896, ship Carl Hendricks, Swede, for Pensacola, Fla.; 
steamship Euclid, British, for New York, N. Y.; and ship Glama, Portu- 
guese, for New Orleans, La. 

Respectfully, yours, R. CLEARY, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, M. H. 8. 


FRANCE. 


Concerning the use of antitoxine in diphtheria. 


CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Havre, France, January 7, 1896. 


Str: My attention having been called to the discussion now going 
on, both in Europe and America, in regard to the success obtained by 
the use of the antitoxine treatment of diphtheria, some contending that 
the results are ‘‘certain,’’ others that they are ‘*probable,’’ and again 
others that they are “‘harmful,’’ I have, in view of the importance of 
the subject, second only to the effects of vaccination in smallpox, taken 
some pains to gather the most reliable information to be had, and now 
submit a brief report on the subject, which will be interesting not only 
to the medical profession, but to the public generally, and especially to 
communities where this scourge of childhood is liable to prevail. 

The authorities, it will be seen, have come to the conclusion that the 
serum treatment exercises a favorable influence on the course of the 
disease and that the continued employment of it is justified. 

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
C. W. CHANCELLOR, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE. 


[Inclosure. | 
REPORT ON THE EFFICACY OF ANTITOXINE IN DIPHTHERIA. 


The municipality of Havre has just opened a micro-biological laboratory for preparing 
and testing antitoxineserum, particularly that intended for the cure of diphtheria, which 
has received the indorsement of the Academy of Medicine of France. In this laboratory 
trials are regularly made of serum drawu from an immuned horse. This is effected by 
the aid of several guinea pigs, which are innoculated with the curative serum in variable 
doses after diphtheria has been communicated to them by injections of the toxine, or 
diphtheria poison. 
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On entering the laboratory, one sees, ina compartment set aside for the purpose, a 
series of cages, each containing a guinea pig, except the first, which is empty. is cage, 
we are told, had been occupied some days before by the unfortunate victim, which served 
to demonstrate the virulence of the poison. The animal had received an injection of 10 
centigrams of the toxine, and died twenty-one hours after. In the next cage was an ani- 
mal which had at the same time received an injection of 98 centigrams of the toxine, and 
2 centigrams of the antidiphtheretic serum, to be tested. This small quantity of the 
serum, it appears, was sufficient to save the life of the animal in spite of the large dose 
of toxine administered, from which it had suffered no inconvenience, except a slight 
cedema or swelling at the point where the poison had been introduced. 

Other animals were successfully treated by gradually weakened doses of the poison 
with increased quantities of the serum, even to the extent of 90 centigrams of the former 
to 10 centigrams of the latter. These several tests serve to establish the purity and 
efficacy of the serum, which is afterwards distributed for use on the human subject. 

This is the principal work of the laboratory, but, in addition to supplying the serum, 
it also places at the disposition of physicians prepared bouillon, or some other culture 
fluid, in which to place bits of suspected membrane from the throat of a patient. The 
culture being returned immediately to the laboratory, a microscopic analysis is made in 
less than twenty-four hours, which reveals the presence or absence of the bacillus of 
croup or diphtheria, and enables the physician to decide positively as to the specific 
nature of the malady, and whether the serum treatment should be used or not. Of 
course, in well defined and severe cases there is no necessity for the microscopic exam- 
ination, but the injections should be made without delay. 

It is not necessary to repeat here all the marvelous effects claimed for this serum in 
the treatment of croup and diphtheria, but it may not be out of place to give some 
statistical information which has been recently furnished by Dr. Monod, chief of the 
sanitary bureau of France, which shows very conclusively the influence the antitoxine 
treatment has had on the mortality from diphtheria and its congener, croup, in France. 

The Pasteur Institute distributed the serum very freely during the months of 
November and December, 1894, and January, 1895, aggregating about 50,000 tubes. 
After this, the serum was reproduced and generally used all over France. Since then, 
Dr. Monod has compared the statistics of mortality from diphtheria and croup in 108 
cities of France, having more than 20,000 inhabitants, during the first six months of 
1895 with the average mortality during the same months for the seven preceding years 
from 1888 to 1895. The average mortality, per six months, for the latter period was 
2,627, while that for the first six months of 1895 was only 904, a decrease of 65.6 per 
cent. 


MORTALITY. 
First six months, 1888 to 1895: Deaths. | First six months of 185: Deaths. 


While the foregoing figures are not quite sufficient to establish with entire accuracy 
the full value of the remedy, the result clearly demonstrates that at least 15,000 lives 
may be saved annually in France by systematically employing the sero-therapeutic 
treatment in diphtheria and croup. 

Some interesting details as to the success of the antitoxine treatment of diphtheria 
are also supplied from official statistics drawn up on the initiative of the German min- 
istry of medical affairs, which addressed its inquiries to physicians, both in public and 
private practice. 

Answers to the number of 1,349 were returned, dealing with 6,626 cases, of which 
2,460 were treated in hospitals. Out of the total of 6,626 patients 86.5 per cent recov- 
ered and 12.9 per cent died, while the remainder were still under treatment. Of the 
hospital patients 80.5 per cent recovered and 19.5 died. In 4,871 cases the physicians 
expressed their views as to the value of the antitoxic serum. In 55.6 per cent of these 
cases the remedial effects of the serum are characterized as certain, and 30.8 per cent 
as probable, while in 13.6 per cent the method apparently produced no effect. The 
serum was described as ‘‘ decidedly harmful’’ in only 60 cases, of which 42 recovered 
and 18 died, and as “‘innocuous’’ in 4,544 cases. 

At the recent Congress of German Naturalists and Physicians, Professor Behring, of 
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Marburg, read a statistical report on the efficacy of the antitoxine serum, of which he 
is the original inventor. The number of cases of diphtheritis in Berlin for the twelve 
months ending August 31 last was 6,087, of which 3,319 were treated in hospitals— 
figures which showed that the epidemic character and the extent of the dread disease 
were rather greater than the previous year. While, however, formerly the death rate 
varied between 30 and 40 per cent, this percentage in the Berlin hospitals, where the 
serum treatment obtains, has been reduced to 16 per cent. In 821 cases, where the 
serum could be given within the first forty-eight hours, the mortality did not exceed 5 
per cent. But for the fact that in many instances the doses given were too small and 
that the most dangerous cases are chiefly sent to the hospitals, the results would have 
been still more favorable. The mortality at the Berlin Charité, where the treatment 
with the serum is carefully adhered to, was 16.7 per cent, while in the Bethanien Hos- 
pital, where no serum is given, it rose to 43.1 per cent. In some of the hospitals, 
where the treatment was suspended only one day, the mortality actually rose to twice 
the average figure. Professor Virchow heartily indorsed Dr. Behring’s statement. 


C. W. CHANCELLOR, 
United States Consul. 


TURKEY. 
Cholera in Constantinople. 


[ Report No. 144.] 


Cholera cases exist always in the town of Constantinople. Since my 
last report 3 more cholera cases have been registered, from which 1 
proved fatal. One of these 3 cholera cases occurred on the 28th of 
last December. It occurred at Akserai. The second occurred in the 
military hospital of Gumushsu at Pera last week, and the third occured 
at Tunclukli. The latter was a very light case, the diagnosis of which 
has been made in consequence of the microscopical analysis of the 
dejecta. The symptom which obliged the physicians to think it was 
cholera was the absence of urine. The dejecta was yellow and the eyes 
were very lightly sunk. Besides these sporadic cholera cases, small- 
pox always makes some victims. There exists also an epidemic of 
influenza, about which I have already written in my previous reports. 
The number of deaths registered in Constantinople during the month of 
December was 1,223, 8 of which were from smallpox and 2 from cholera. 

In the vilayet of Diarbekir,as well as in that of Bitlis, cholera is 
raging. It is not possible to know exactly the number of victims in 
consequence of the troubles and riots and massacres which occur in the 
above-mentioned vilayet as well as in nearly all Asia Minor. As a 
consequence of this condition. public health suffers very much. 

Inthe vilayet of Tripoli, in Syria, as well as in the vilayet of Damascus, 
cholera has disappeared according to the official reports. 

In Egypt cholera does not seem to make any progress. On the 13th 
instant 2 fresh cholera cases occurred in Alexandria. 

SPIRIDION C. ZAVITZIANO. 


STATISTICAL REPORTS. 


CusaA—Habana.—Under dates of January 25 and February 1, 1896, 
the United States sanitary inspector reports as follows: 

There were 104 deaths in this city at the week ended January 
23, 1896. Two of those deaths were caused by yellow fever, with 5 new 
cases approximately, 3 were caused by enteric fever, 1 by so-called 
pernicious fever, 4 by enteritis, 3 by dysentery, 3 by smallpox, 3 by 
pneumonia, and 3 by the grippe. The 2 deaths during the week by 
yellow fever occurred among civilians in the city. 
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There were 121 deaths in this city during the week ended January 
30, 1896. Three of those deaths were caused by yellow fever, with 8 
new cases approximately, 5 were caused by enteric fever, 1 by perni- 
cious fever, 4 by paludal fever, 6 by enteritis, 1 by dysentery, 4 by 
smallpox, 4 by pneumonia, and 2 by the grippe. Two of the 3 deaths 
from yellow fever during the week occurred in the military hospital, 
the other one in the central part of the city. 

FRANCE—St. Etienne.—Two weeks ended January 20, 1896. Esti- 
mated population, 133,443. Total deaths, 117, including 1 from diph- 
theria. 

GREAT BRITAIN—England and Wales.—The deaths registered in 33 
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended January 
18 correspond to an annual rate of 19.7 a thousand of the aggregate 
population, which is estimated at 10,860,971. The lowest rate was 
recorded in Croydon, viz, 11, and the highest in Wolverhampton, viz, 
30.1 a thousand. 

London.—One thousand six hundred and twenty-four deaths were reg- 
istered during the week, including measles, 102; scarlet fever, 25; diph- 
theria, 59; whooping cough, 59; enteric fever, 12; and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 11. The deaths from all causes corresponded to an annual 
rate of 19.1 a thousand. In greater London 2,046 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 17.3 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the ‘‘outer ring’”’ the deaths included 17 from diphtheria, 5 
from scarlet fever, 10 from measles, and 15 from whooping cough. 

Ireland.—The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended January 18 in the 16 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 24.7 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Kilkenny, viz, 9.4, and the highest in Lurgan, 
viz, 36.5a thousand. In Dublinand suburbs 151 deaths were registered, 
including enteric fever, 2; and scarlet fever, 1. 

Scotland.—The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended January 18 corresponded to an annual rate of 19.5 a thousand of 
the population, which is estimated at 1,518,347. The lowest mortality 
was recorded in Perth, viz, 10.3, and the highest in Dundee, viz, 22.5 
a thousand. Theaggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 570, including measles, 6; scarlet fever, 6; diphtheria, 3; and 
whooping cough, 38. 

InpDIA—Singapore.—Month of November, 1895. Estimated popula- 
tion, 56,000. Total deaths, 608, including 1 from cholera and 58 from 
beriberi. 

Nova Scor1a— Windsor.—Month of January, 1896. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 3,000. Four deaths, including 1 from phthisis pulmonalis. 
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MORTALITY TABLE, FOREIGN CITIES. 


i Deaths from— 


Chemnitz 60, 
Christiania Jan. 18... 174.717 
Cienfuegos Jan. 26..... 23, 000 
Coaticook | Jan. 26.....) 2, 500 
220000000002 Jam. LL.....! 320, 371 
Dee. 21 130, v00 
Copenhagen... Jan. 4... 333,714 
| Jan. 18..... 161, 620 
Dusseldorf. Jan. 175,861 
Flushing Jan, 18..... 16, 200 
Frankfort on the Main.................d0........ | 228.750 
Funchal | Jan. 4... 35, 665 
Do | Jan. 11..... 35, 665 
Genoa | Jan. 18..... 182, 684 
Ghent...... Jan. IL... 155,746 
Jan. 12....., 25, 755 
Gothenburg Dec. 28..... 111, 234 
Jan, 4.....| 111, 234 
Halifax | Jan. 25... 38,700 
Hamburg. | Jan. 18... 625, 552 
Jan. 11... 171, 700 
Do. = 171, 700 
do........ 395, 546 
do.... 1038, 434 
Jan. 11. 20, 000 
Jan. 18. 160, 848, 
London, Canad Jan. 25..... 35, 000 
Lyons, Jan. 11..... 500, 000 
senses Dec. 7.. 214, 613 
Dec. 14...., 214,613 
Jan. 11.....) 88, 400 
at as. Jan. 25.. 8,000 
Jan. 18... 74, 917 
do........ 107, 000 
oscow Jan. 4... 800, 000 
Munich Jan. 11.... 406, 000 
Jan. 25.... 1,575 
Nuremburg. Jan, 14..... 160, 964 
do. 273, 000 
Jan. 18..... 86,781 
Jan, 11..... 196, 377 
Puerto Cortez Jan. 21..... 1, 856 
Rio de Janeiro...................20: Dec. 28..... 600, 000 
me Nov. 23..... 465, 136 
EEE | Nov. 30. 465, 136 
Rotterd Jan. 18.. 276, 381 


DO JAM. 165..... 4 4; 3 8 1 
© 


4 
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MORTALITY TABLE, FOREIGN CITIES—Continued. 


| 
= 
| | 
} 
Cities. 33 
3 
Sagua la Grande ...... 17, 536 
St. Jan. 4... 954, 400 
Jan. 11... 954, 400 
Jan, 2.... 3,000 
. Th = = 12,019 | 
San Juan del Norte ............... 1, 280 
| Jan. 18.... 1,280 
Sheffield ........... 346, 444 
Jan. 12.. 12, 150 
Stettin........ Jan. 140, 000 
Jan. 16. 157,700 | 
Swansea.............. Jan. 18.. 95, 370 | 
Tegucigalpa. ......... Jan. 11 12, 000 
158, 314 | 
Tuxpan.........- 10, 280 
aa Jan. 23... 27, 065 | 
Jan. 4..... 535, 968 | 
Jan. 11..... 535, 968 


| Enteric fever. 
| Scarlet fever. 


| Yellow fever. 
oping 


| Cholera. 


| Smallpox. 
Typhus fever. 


* Five cases yellow fever. 


By authority of the Secretary of the Treasury : 


WALTER WYMAN, 


Supervising Surgeon-General Marine- Hospital Service. 
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| 
Deaths from— 
| 
| 
9/26 BB | 12 | 34 | 5 
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